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Introduction
Since the start of Hope Chapel three years ago, serving the city of Greensboro has been a foundational 
part of the life of our church community.  You have probably heard us use the phrase, “social renewal” 
(maybe many times!).  You may have heard us talk about “justice” and “mercy”.  As a community, we 
have spent thousands of hours serving throughout the city and have, on several occasions, focused 
our worship services on the topic of social renewal.  In short, this belief that God has called us to join 
him in the renewal of all things (both spiritual, cultural, and social) has been a central piece of Hope 
Chapel’s vision, purpose, and mission.

Because of that, we have decided to spend four weeks on a sermon series and corresponding commu-
nity group curriculum to press further into this issue of social renewal-- or justice and mercy.  I have no 
doubt that this will be a challenging study to those who choose to engage it.  God’s clear and inescap-
able call in Scripture to care for the poor, marginalized and vulnerable is nothing short of staggering.  
But there is great hope and excitement in this call.  Tim Keller, in his book Generous Justice (on which 
this study is based) says this:

The Bible describes the making of the world...as the weaving of a garment.  God turned chaos into a cos-
mos, and also turned a tangle into a tapestry....The fabric metaphor conveys the importance of relationship.  
If you throw thousands of pieces of thread onto a table, no fabric results.  The threads must be rightly and 
intimately related to one another in literally a million ways.  Each thread must go over, under, around, and 
through the others at thousands of points.  Only then do you get a fabric that is beautiful and strong, that 
covers, fits, holds, shelters, and delights.  God created all things to be in a beautiful, harmonious, interde-
pendent, knitted, webbed relationship to one another.  Just as rightly related physical elements form a 
cosmos or a tapestry, so rightly related human beings form a community.  This interwovenness is what the 
Bible calls shalom, or harmonious peace.

I invite you to join us in this four week exploration of what it means to seek shalom and live lives of 
justice and mercy.  To dream and to practice weaving our lives into God’s great tapestry.  It is important 
that we do this in community, so I encourage you to engage in discussion and ask the hard questions.  
Our great desire is that Hope Chapel would more and more be aligned and at work with God’s mission 
for making all things new.

Michael Van Patter
director of worship arts
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How to use this discussion guide

Opening Question (10 minutes)

Additional Reading (2 min)

Discussion Questions (30 min)

Reflection Questions

Looking Forward

Further Study

Scripture (5 min)

Most of the group time should be spent 
discussing these questions.  

Also, this is a good time to incorporate 
questions raised during the sermon.



This is a question for your group to 
discuss to introduce the week’s topic. 

Take about 5 minutes to talk, then 
read the opening illustration.

Have someone in the group read the 
Scripture passage(s) to lead into the 

discussion questions.

Each week a few extra quotes are 
provided to help with discussion.

These are designed as “take home” ques-
tions. We encourage you to process them 

personally-- journaling, discussing with 
friends/family, praying through the ideas.

Each week we provide one question 
to get you thinking about next week’s 
topic.  It’s more of a retorical question 

and let’s you know where we’re heading.

Want to read more?  Each week 
we’ve provided additional Scripture 
readings and, in some cases, articles 
or essays related to the week’s topic.

There is no way you will 
be able to grow spiritually 
apart from a deep involve-
ment in a community of 
other believers.

-Tim Keller



Doing justice includes not 
only the righting of wrongs, 
but generosity and social 
concern, especially toward 
the poor and vulnerable. 
This kind of life reflects the 
character of God.

“
Timothy Keller

Tamil Nadu, IndiaBernard Madoff, 2009



Madoff Goes to Jail After Guilty Pleas

Judge Chin asked, “How do you now plead, guilty or not guilty?”
“Guilty,” Mr. Madoff responded. The fraud’s collapse erased as much as $65 bil-
lion that his clients thought was their’s. “I knew what I was doing was wrong, 
indeed criminal,” he said. “When I began the Ponzi scheme, I believed it would 
end shortly and I would be able to extricate myself and my clients.” He contin-
ued, “As the years went by I realized this day, and my arrest, would inevitably 
come.”

Bernard L. Madoff was sentenced to 150 years in prison, the maximum for his 
crimes. District Judge Denny Chin condemned his crimes as “extraordinarily 
evil” and imposed a sentence that was three times as long as the federal proba-
tion office suggested and more than 10 times as long as defense lawyers had 
requested. 

More than 500 slaves rescued from brick kilns 

In June, 2011, the government of Tamil Nadu state in India raided a brick kiln 
and rescued 500 people living and working under a brutal and oppressive sys-
tem. Beaten with rods, belts and subjected to other forms of abuse, the bonded 
laborers toiled away in a tiny brick kiln in southern India day after day with little 
hope of freedom and escape.

After being rescued, the government organized trucks to send the laborers to a 
school nearby, where they were given meals, police protection, medical treat-
ment and counseling. They also given a certificate of freedom and a thousand 
rupees, or about $25, which is the first installment of rehabilitation funds the 
government will provide.

Opening Question: 

What do you think of when you hear the word “justice”?

Here are two stories that illustrate different “angles” of justice…

Week One: What Is Justice?



Justice is...

“The administration of law; especially : the establishment or determination of rights according 
to the rules of law or equity.” 

 “The quality of being just or fair” or “Fair Treatment.” 

 “Having a basis in or conforming to fact or reason, and acting or being in conformity with 
what is morally upright or good.” 

Toward a fuller definition

Who determines morals or what is good? A Christian’s view of justice should be based in 
Scripture, but the church tends to function within an American view of justice which is essen-
tially a) private morality and/or b) a public/government judicial system. In this study we will 
see that God calls his followers to a more complex view of justice.

Scripture

Micah 6:8   He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of 
you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.

Zechariah 7:9-10   9“This is what the LORD Almighty said: ‘Administer true justice; show mercy 
and compassion to one another. 10 Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the foreigner 
or the poor. Do not plot evil against each other.’

Matthew 25: 35-38   35For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes 
and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit 
me.’ 37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, 
or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you 
in, or needing clothes and clothe you?

Isaiah 58:6-7   6“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and 
untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share 
your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter—

Additional Readings

“Doing justice includes not only the righting of wrongs, but generosity and social concern, es-
pecially toward the poor and vulnerable. This kind of life reflects the character of God. It con-
sists of a broad range of activities, from simple fair and honest dealings with people in daily 
life, to regular, radically generous giving of your time and resources, to activism that seeks to 
end particular forms of injustice, violence and oppression.”

 – Tim Keller, Generous Justice



Discussion Questions

1. How are mercy and justice related in Micah 6:8?
“The term for “Mercy” chesedh is God’s unconditional grace and compassion. The word for “justice” is the 
Hebrew term mishpat. In Micah 6:8, ‘mishpat puts the emphasis on the attitude [or motive] behind the ac-
tion.’ To walk with God, then, we must do justice, out of merciful love.” Mishpat in its most basic form means 
to treat people equitably, but it also means to give people their rights. 

2. According to Zechariah 7:9-10 and Matthew 25, who does the Lord command us to care 
for? Who should we add to this list that lives in Greensboro?
The widow, the fatherless, the foreigner and the poor. Keller writes, “In premodern, agrarian
societies, these four groups had no social power. They lived at subsistence level and were only days from 
starvation if there was any famine, invasion, or even minor social unrest.
Some of Greensboro’s needy include the refugee, migrant worker, homeless, single parents, elderly people.

3. What does the God want us to do, according to Isaiah 58: 6-7? How do you loose the
bonds of wickedness and break every yoke today?
Loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break 
every yoke.  To share your bread, bring the homeless poor into your house.

Reflection Questions

1.  How does this broader understanding of justice affect the way you view your life?
2.  The way your community group approaches service?

Looking Forward

1. Who are the vulnerable among your friends, neighbors and at work?
2. What keeps you from spending time with them?



Who’s your brother, 
Who’s your sister?
You just walked past him,
I think you missed her.“

Derek Webb
A King and A Kingdom

Amish Schoolhouse
Lancaster County, PA



Tragedy in Lancaster County

On October 2, 2006 tragedy struck Lancaster County, Pennsylvania in a way that 
echoed across the nation. The day started out like any other.  Amish students 
gathered in a one room schoolhouse, however the familiar comfort of everyday 
routine unexpectedly came to a screeching halt when gunshots were fired and 
several young girls were killed by an armed gunman attempting to gain ven-
geance for supposed past wrongs committed against his family. The perpetra-
tor, Charles Roberts, committed suicide after killing no less than ten schoolgirls 
for what he believed to be a just cause. The event made national news, and the 
public at large circled around this community in a way that demonstrated
great care and sympathy.

What is hard to believe about this event is not the response of outsiders look-
ing in, but the response of the Amish community, including the actual families 
of the young girls who lost their lives that day. They did not cast blame. They 
did not retaliate. They did not look to punish someone. They responded with 
simple grace and compassion towards the killer’s family. Family members of the 
victims publicly expressed forgiveness toward Charles Roberts. More from the 
Amish community visited the Robert’s family the very day of the shooting to 
comfort them in their pain and confusion. The Roberts family was invited to the 
funeral of one of the girls who had been killed, and Amish mourners outnum-
bered the non-Amish at Charles Roberts’ funeral.

We see the same principle in Luke 10 in the story of the good Samaritan.

Opening Question: 

Mr. Rodgers made famous the phrase, “won’t you be my neighbor?”.  
Who do you consider to be your neighbor?

Week Two: Who is your neighbor?



Scripture

Luke 10:25-37   25On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he 
asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

 26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”

 27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”

  28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”

 29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

 30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was at-
tacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him 
half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, 
he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 
passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and 
when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring 
on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care 
of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after 
him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’

   36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 
robbers?” 37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, 
“Go and do likewise.” 

Additional Readings

“Before you can give this neighbor - love, you need to receive it. Only if you see that you
have been saved graciously by someone who owes you the opposite, will you go out into
the world looking to help absolutely anyone in need. Once we receive this ultimate,
radical, neighbor - love through Jesus, we can start to be the neighbors that the Bible calls
us to be.”

Tim Keller 
Generous Justice

“Who’s your brother, who’s your sister
You just walked past him
I think you missed her
As we’re all migrating to the place where our father lives
‘Cause we married in to a family of immigrants”

Derek Webb 
A King and Kingdom



Discussion Questions

1. When asked how to gain eternal life, why do you believe Jesus answers with, 
“What is written in the law?” what does the man’s answer tell us about his understanding of 
the gospel?
Jesus answered the man’s question with a question. He knows that the man will respond with a short sum-
mary of the Mosaic Law (Love the Lord your God … and, Love your neighbor as yourself). Jesus was show-
ing the man the perfect standard that the law requires so that he could see his inability to meet it. Jesus is 
showing the impossibility of salvation through moralism. Jesus is pointing to grace, and showing those 
listening that they cannot gain eternal life without it. Jesus argues that if one truly believes they can gain
eternal life through fulfillment of the law, then not only does one not have an accurate understanding of 
their own brokenness and depravity, but they also do not have a clear understanding of the message of the 
gospel.

2. What does the Parable of the Good Samaritan tell us about who our neighbor is?
Everyone. Those that are hard to love, those that we see as below us, those that are different from us. Every-
one. “We tend to limit who we love by serving people like us and people who we like. Jesus will
have none of that… Not everyone is your family in Christ, but everyone is your neighbor,
and you must love your neighbor.” Tim Keller

3. With whom do you most identify with in this story?
While some may identify with the men who passed by the man in need, and some may be able to relate 
to the Samaritan who helped the man in the road, we can all relate to the man hurting, vulnerable, and 
powerless in the road. We all can identify with the man robbed and in need of help. We can all point to our 
spiritual brokenness and see our need for rescue.

Reflection Questions

1.  Who are our neighbors in need of help in Greensboro?  Beyond Greensboro?
2.  What does it look like to seek justice beyond our city?

Looking Forward

1. What keeps you from loving your neighbor?

Further Study
“The Duty of Charity to the Poor” John Edwards
http://www.biblebb.com/files/edwards/charity.htm
Leviticus 19:18, Matthew 5:43, Matthew 19:19, Romans 13:9
Galatians 5:14, James 2:8



Most people believe that they 
should share with others and 
help the poor.  The real prob-
lem is that, while knowing it, 
they are insufficiently motivat-
ed to actually do it.

“
Timothy Keller

“Creation of Adam”
an urban interpretation



Gospel
Just then a religion scholar stood up with a question to test Jesus. “Teacher, what do I need to 
do to get eternal life?” He answered, “What’s written in God’s Law? How do you interpret it?” 
He said, “That you love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and muscle and 
intelligence—and that you love your neighbor as well as you do yourself.”  ”Good answer!” 
said Jesus. “Do it and you’ll live.” Looking for a loophole, he asked, “And just how would you 
define ‘neighbor’?”

Jesus answered by telling a story. “There was once a man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho. 
On the way he was attacked by robbers. They took his clothes, beat him up, and went off leav-
ing him half-dead. Luckily, a priest was on his way down the same road, but when he saw him 
he angled across to the other side. Then a Levite religious man showed up; he also avoided 
the injured man.

”A Samaritan traveling the road came on him. When he saw the man’s condition, his heart 
went out to him. He gave him first aid, disinfecting and bandaging his wounds. Then he lifted 
him onto his donkey, led him to an inn, and made him comfortable. In the morning he took 
out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take good care of him. If it costs 
any more, put it on my bill—I’ll pay you on my way back.’

 ”What do you think? Which of the three became a neighbor to the man attacked by rob-
bers?” ”The one who treated him kindly,” the religion scholar responded.  Jesus said, “Go and 
do the same.” 

Image
In a sermon entitled The ‘American Dream,’ Martin Luther King Jr., said:
“You see, the founding fathers were really influenced by the Bible. The whole concept of the 
imago dei, as it is expressed in Latin, the ‘image of God,’ is the idea that all men have some-
thing within them that God injected. Not that they have substantial unity with God, but that 
every man has a capacity to have fellowship with God. And this gives him a uniqueness, it 
gives him worth, it gives him dignity. And we must never forget this as a nation: There are not 
gradations in the image of God. Every man from a treble white to a bass black is significant on 
God’s keyboard, precisely because every man is made in the image of God. One day we will 
learn that. We will know one day that God made us to live together as brothers and to respect 
the dignity and worth of every man. This is why we must fight segregation with all of our 
nonviolent might.”

Opening Question: 

What motivates you toward a lifestyle of justice and mercy?

This week we will look at two primary motivations for a lifestyle of justice and mercy...

Week Three : Why do justice?



Scripture

Genesis 1:26-27, 31   26Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness,
so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock
and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”
27So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male
and female he created them... 31God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And 
there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.

Isaiah 64:6-7   6All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are
like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away.  7No
one calls on your name or strives to lay hold of you; for you have hidden your face from
us and have given us over to our sins.

Matthew 5:3   Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Additional Readings

“There are no ordinary people. You have never talked to a mere mortal. Nations, cultures,
arts, civilizations – these are mortal, and their life is ours as the life of a gnat. It is
immortals whom we joke with, work with, marry, snub, and exploit…” 

C.S. Lewis

“Most people believe that they should share with others and help the poor. The real
problem is that, while knowing it, they are insufficiently motivated to actually do it.” 

Tim Keller

Discussion Questions

1.  According to Genesis 1, where do we get our value?
God tells us that he made us in his own image. We are valuable, each and every one of us, if for no other 
reason, then because we bear the image of the Lord almighty.“
… being an “image,” conveys the idea of being a work of art or of great craftsmanship. Human beings are 
not accidents, but creations… the sacredness of God has in some ways been imparted to humanity, so 
that every human life is sacred and every human being has dignity. When God put his image upon us, we 
became beings of infinite, inestimable value.”  (Tim Keller)

2.  How and why do your everyday experiences differ from this idea of value from Gen. 1?
While we are all made in the image of God, and while that carries with it the right to not be exploited or 
mistreated, we are also all broken sinners in need of grace and salvation. “Does our actual experience of life 
lead us to believe that every human being is equally valuable and has equal dignity? No. The default mode 
of the human heart is to label some people “barbarians.” We still do it today, but in ancient times, it was just 
common sense that some kinds of people had dignity and deserved respect while others did not at all.” 
(Tim Keller)



Discussion Questions, cont.

3. According to Isaiah 64 and Luke 10, what is our spiritual state without Christ? How does this
understanding of “spiritual poverty” impact our view of the poor?
Without Christ we are all spiritually dead.
“To the degree that the gospel shapes your self-image, you will identify with those in need. You will see their 
tattered clothes and think: ‘All my righteousness is a filthy rag, but in Christ we can be clothed in his robes of 
righteousness.’ When you come upon those who are economically poor, you cannot say to them, ‘Pull your-
self up by your bootstraps!’ because you certainly did not do that spiritually. Jesus intervened for you. And 
you cannot say, ‘I won’t help you because you got yourself into this mess,’ since God came to earth, moved 
into your spiritually poor neighborhood, as it were, and helped you even though your spiritual problems 
were your own fault. In other words, when Christians who understand the gospel see a poor person, they 
realize they are looking into a mirror. Their hearts must go out to him or her without an ounce of superiority 
or indifference.”  (Tim Keller)

4.  Matthew 5:3 say, “blessed are the poor in spirit.”  What might it mean to be “middle class in
spirit”?
Those that are middle class in spirit might not have a complete understanding of their own brokenness. 
They might not see their daily need for salvation, and this often times points to a misunderstanding of 
many things, including the world around you. When you do not believe that you are in need of grace, you 
probably will not extend grace to those that you come into contact with. You probably will not extend grace 
to much of anyone. “My experience as a pastor has been that those who are middle-class in spirit tend to be
indifferent to the poor, but people who come to grasp the gospel of grace and become spiritually poor find 
their hearts gravitating toward the materially poor.”  (Tim Keller)

Reflection Questions

1.  Do you believe that everyone has value?
2.  Based on our study, what should be our motivation for doing justice?
3.  Keller argues that the degree to which you feel the need to do justice is a barometer indica-
tion the degree to which you understand the gospel.  Do you agree with his conclusion?  If so, 
is that a challenging statement?

Looking Forward

1. Based on the past few weeks of discussion, have you considered any practical ways to live a 
life of justice and mercy?

Further Study

James 2:14-17,  Psalm 145:9, 17,  1 Chronicles 29:11-14,
Deuteronomy 10:16-17, Matthew 5:21-22



Seek justice,
encourage the oppressed.
Defend the cause of the fatherless,
plead the case of the widow.“

Isaiah 1:17

Sandtown neighborhood
Baltimore, MD



Sandtown

Due to segregation the African-American newcomers from the South had to 
move into Sandtown, a place where the only jobs available were as low-wage 
domestic workers for wealthier families to the west. Many white-owned busi-
nesses would not hire African-Americans at all, or they did so for only menial 
work.

By the 1970’s, the industrial and manufacturing job base of the city of Bal-
timore was in sharp decline. New jobs were created in places that were to 
expensive for many urban residents to live and inaccessible by transport lines. 
The resulting economic weakness in the neighborhood led to the kind of ex-
ploitative behavior toward the poor that the Bible condemns. Crime rose and 
the victims were usually members of the neighborhood.  Businesses healthy to 
a community moved out and were replaced by gun dealers, checkcashing
centers, and liquor stores. Mark Gornik and the Tibbells moved to Sandtown 
in 1986. They lived there as neighbors, and met as a church in Gornik’s home. 
Eventually they got a building in the middle of the neighborhood and started 
work as a community-based church effort, built a health center, a school, a 
job and economic development program, and a housing organization. They 
focused on twelve square blocks and worked to see God’s peace in the area. 
Twenty-five years later, they’re still working on it.

Opening Question: 

We’ve talked about what justice is, who is our neighbor and why we should do 
justice.  Now the big question: how do you think you might do justice?

Week Four: How to do justice?



Scripture

Job 29:12-17   12 I rescued the poor who cried for help, and the fatherless who had none
to assist them. 13 The one who was dying blessed me; I made the widow’s heart sing. 14 I
put on righteousness as my clothing; justice was my robe and my turban. 15 I was eyes to
the blind and feet to the lame. 16 I was a father to the needy; I took up the case of the
stranger. 17 I broke the fangs of the wicked and snatched the victims from their teeth.

Job 31:13-22, 28   13 “If I have denied justice to any of my servants, whether male or female,
when they had a grievance against me, 14 what will I do when God confronts me?... 16 “If I
have denied the desires of the poor or let the eyes of the widow grow weary, 17 if I have
kept my bread to myself, not sharing it with the fatherless— 18 but from my youth I
reared them as a father would, and from my birth I guided the widow— 19 if I have seen
anyone perishing for lack of clothing, or the needy without garments, 20 and their hearts
did not bless me for warming them with the fleece from my sheep, 21 if I have raised my
hand against the fatherless, knowing that I had influence in court, 22 then let my arm fall
from the shoulder, let it be broken off at the joint… 28 then these also would be sins to
be judged, for I would have been unfaithful to God on high.

Discussion Questions

1. What does Job mean when he says he wears righteousness and justice like clothing?
The word for righteousness is tzadeqah, and it refers to a life of right relationships.
Biblical righteousness is inevitably social because it is about relationships. tzadeqah refers to
everyday living in which a person conducts all relationships in family and society with fairness,
generosity, and equity. When Job says he wears righteousness and justice he means that he is
constantly thinking about justice that he gives sustained attention to the vulnerable.

2.  What do you think about Job fulfilling the desires of the poor, not just their needs?
“In chapter 31 Job gives us more details about a righteous or just life. He fulfills ‘the desires of the
poor’ (verse 16). The word ‘desire’ does not mean just meeting basic needs for food and shelter. It
means that he turns the poor man’s life into a delight… Job is not just giving handouts but has
gotten deeply involved in the life of the poor, the orphaned, and the handicapped.”

3.  How has your community group worked toward justice in practical ways?

Reflection Questions

1.  Do you see Hope Chapel meeting needs?  With who and how?
     (for more information about Hope Chapel’s social renewal structure, please see appendix 1)
2.  How do you feel about fulfilling the desires of the poor?
3.  Are you involved in serving through Project Hope?  If not, consider serving at your next 
Community Group project or church-wide “Day of Hope”.



Additional Reading

Layers of Help from Generous Justice, Chp 6 based on the work of John Perkins

“Relief is direct aid to meet immediate physical, material, and economic needs. Common
relief ministries are temporary shelters for the homeless and refugees, food and clothing
services for people in need, and free or low-cost medical and counseling services. Relief
also means caring for foster children, the elderly, and the physically handicapped through
home care or the establishment of institutions. A more assertive form of relief is advocacy,
in which people in need are given active assistance to find legal aid, housing, and other
kinds of help, such as protection from various forms of domestic abuse and violence.”

“The next level is development. This means giving an individual, family, or entire
community what they need to move beyond dependency on relief into a condition of
economic self-sufficiency… It includes education, job creation and training, job search
skills, and financial counseling as well as helping a family into home ownership.
“Development,” of course, is far more time consuming, complex, and expensive than
relief.”

“Besides relief and development (both individual and corporate) there is social reform.
Social reform moves beyond the relief of immediate needs and dependency and seeks to
change the conditions and social structures that aggravate or cause that dependency” for
instance in the parable of the Good Samaritan a good question would be how do we stop
highway violence? “… the answer to that question would be some kind of social reform –
instituting a new social arrangement that stops the flow of victims because of a change in
social conditions.”



Appendix 1
Project : Hope

Hope Chapel exists to proclaim and demonstrate the Gospel to our city and world.  Project 
Hope is the social renewal “wing” of Hope Chapel’s ministry.  The following is a broad overview 
of Project Hope’s plan and structure.

Create Awareness
In a world where it is easy to look past the pain and brokenness all around us, we want to
look toward it. We want to clearly communicate the needs of the people around us so
that we might enter into it.

Establish Partnerships
Instead of partnering with many social service providers and agencies, we want to
develop deep relationships with two or three social service providers. It is our desire to
come alongside these organizations and agencies to serve with them and together bring
about renewal in our communities.

Provide Opportunities
We will provide quarterly church-wide service opportunities to partner with our social
service organizations and agencies. Additionally, we will provide opportunities for our
community groups to partner with these organizations once a month.

Provide Training
We will train our volunteers by preparing them to put compassion into action and by
helping them evaluate their experiences.
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